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# / Undesgraduate | Applying to university / Individual needs UCAS

UCAS UNDERGRADUATE: CARE EXPERIENCED

STUDENTS

plore this section

UCAS TOP TIP

If you are in care, or have experience of being in care in the past, there’s lots of support available in
higher education to help you with finance, accommodation, and settling in

Bg

What's on this page?

Do your research!

Not all universities offer the same type and level
of support — check which works best for you.

+  UCAS website: .
www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-

university/individual-needs/ucas-
undergraduate-care-experienced-students

. (or Google “UCAS care experience”)
What support can care experienced students ° PrOpe| WebSITe WWWDFODe|OrOUk

get in higher education? .
' » Foster Talk guide: www.fostertalk.org/care-
leavers

What do we mean by care experience?

| CONTACT THE UNIVERSITY!



https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/ucas-undergraduate-care-experienced-students
http://www.propel.org.uk/
http://www.fostertalk.org/care-leavers

If you are supporting someone with

their application

www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/
adviser-toolkit-supporting-
students-individual-needs

Google “UCAS advisers
toolkits” and choose this:

UCAS

A / Advisers | Toolkits

ADVISER TOOLKIT: SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH

INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

Explore this section

5
DEGREE

For some students, their individual circumstances can have a significant impact on their decision to
go to university or college — and on their experience when they are there.

To make sure all your students feel informed and prepared af
ye've worked w tions to bring together pract|
those who are advising students about their next step.

h stage of their application journey,

ical tips and useful resources for

n this guide, you will find practical information on how to support the following groups:

1 Disabled students (including long-term ilinesse: differen

Advertisement

2 Students with mental health conditions

3 perienced students

4 nged from their parents

5 Refugees, um seekers, and those with limited leave to remain in the UK
6 Students with caring responsibilities

needs toolkit

For some stud

Students with individual support

How MclLaren goes fro

7 Students with parenting res; ities to insight to action, fastd

g Children from UK Armed Forces families (Service children) Seahow

alte

9 UK Armed Forces veterans and Service leavers

Advertisement

M) — adviser FAQs

As part of our ongoing i to access and partici for all

of their gl orci we are i new i into the
application for the 2023 cycle, from 17 May 2022 onwards, to help these students flag their
circumstances to their university or college.

For more information, visit our F;



http://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-individual-needs




Profile

Personal details

Contact & residency
details

Nationality details

+ Section complete

English language skills

Finance & funding

Diversity & inclusion More about you




DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

2023 Undergraduate application

UCAS application / Diversity and inclusion

Care support information

Have you been in care?

Select yes if you've ever lived in public care or as a looked-after child, including:
- with foster carers under local authority care

-in a residential children's home

- being 'looked after atl] (@ Yes () No

- living with friends or re
Duration in care *

Note: This does not refg

healthcare setting, or if

may differ between higf

the student support teg | Less than 1 week
1 week - 3 months
3 months - 1 year
1 year - 3 years
3 years or more

For more information a

O Yes @ No
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HOW CAN WE HELP? UCAS

Search our frequently asked questions

Where can | get more advice if I've not decided whether to give information about my care

Contact student support services
fp B 7 Tick the box

v W -
P AR
ar @ !’( ~ ) 3
R B . (You don't need to decide
; — the uni can help you)
I have never been in care but my relationship with my parents has broken down and | have
left home s ®
If your relationship
]
| \ //
How is information about care experience used? - e Tle the
Telling the unive ege that yo F erie N help admissio 2ff consider your nents in Box
. 3 The Fostering Network

What are minimum entry requirements in Scotland and how might they affect me?
r @




UCAS
Don’t forget to share other personal

circumstances that universities
can help with

For example:
= Mental health (no diagnosis needed)

= A disability, learning difference or long-term health
condition

= |f you have caring or parenting responsibilities
= |f you are a refugee or asylum seeker







] ] UCAS
After you hit ‘submit’ ...

1. (Your application is sent to your school or college for a
reference).

2. UCAS sends your application to your universities.
Admissions staff decide to make you an offer based
on your achievements and potential —grades,
experience and personal statement.

3. If an offer is accepted, you may be contacted with
more information about the support available.

4. You might be invited to attend events, be put in touch
with a central contact (maybe chat to them), ensure
you have what you need to start your studies.
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The Fostering Network




, UCAS
Some students are worried about ...

.. not getting an offer because they have shared care experience
= FALSE - this information is only used to connect you to support
= Contextual offers — and the ‘guaranteed offer’ in Scotland =

.. being treated differently
= You are in control | |
= Your information is confidential
= Fairness and equity

.. having to talk about their care experience if they don't want to

= Only if you want to
= Support staff are sensitive to your circumstances

.. hot fitting in
= HE is very diverse
= This year almost 9,000 applicants shared a care background — you're not alone
= Networks and support groups, mentors
= Study support

Tick the

Box

The Fostering Network




Tick the UCAS
Box

The Fostering Network

o facebook.com/ucasonline

@ucas_online

@ ucas_online

= . Call UCAS on

0371 468 0 468

(Mon-Fri: 08.30 to 18.00)



https://www.facebook.com/ucasonline
https://www.instagram.com/ucas_online/?hl=en

